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ABSTRACTS

1. ‘“We are a wonderful people, and live in a wonderful age”: Teaching “The Man That Was Used Up” in China,’ Manuel Herrero-Puertas, New York Institute of Technology-Nanjing.

This paper reflects on my experience teaching Poe’s short story “The Man That Was Used Up” (1839) to university students of computer science in Nanjing, China. Poe’s provocation here—a protagonist, John A.B.C. Smith, who is entirely prosthetic—is worth taking to the technology classroom. In my class, students unravel the story’s themes of humanity, cybernetics, and prosthetics. After relating their interpretations to recent cyborg and posthuman theory (Haraway, Sobchack), they engage in creative projects that include, for example, a CGI portrait of Smith elaborated after researching the original prosthetic and orthopedic devices mentioned in the story. By assembling the protagonist’s scattered limbs and organs into a coherent whole, my techno-dependent students (China ranks high in smartphone addiction) rethink the boundaries of their own corporeality and the interpenetration of flesh and metal in their everyday existence.

Poe, I argue, provides a pedagogical lens through which to examine a historical moment suffused with selfie sticks, external-memory cards, and augmented-reality glasses, a moment when our bodies often operate as cogs in larger machinic ensembles. With its unabashed techno-triumphalism, contemporary China mirrors Smith’s pride in his mechanical body, emerging thus as a fertile testing ground from where to challenge traditional accounts of “The Man That Was Used Up” (Benesch, Tyler Mead, Blake). Whereas scholars have unearthed the text’s many topical allusions, sharing it with 21st-century Chinese students shows us that its ultimate preoccupations transcend the here and now of antebellum United States.
2. “Teaching Poe and Periodical Culture to Different Student Populations,” Timothy W. Helwig, Western Illinois University and Carl Ostrowski, Middle Tennessee State University.

This paper details variations on an assignment in which students contextualize Edgar Allan Poe’s work through studying antebellum periodicals. Two distinct student populations used New Historicist and textual studies approaches to put Poe’s work in dialogue with surrounding magazine content, including articles, engravings, ads, and poems. The assignment culminated in either a collaborative multimedia presentation or a seminar paper. 

In the fall of 2016, sophomores in Carl Ostrowski’s general education course “Edgar Allan Poe’s America” at Middle Tennessee State University collaborated on multimedia presentations about Poe as a magazinist. Power Point slides allowed students to demonstrate how selected visual features of a chosen magazine encoded class- and gender-based assumptions about its intended readership. Yet presenters mainly emphasized how Poe’s tales worked against expectations formed by surrounding visual cues in magazines such as Godey’s Lady’s Book and Graham’s Magazine, confirming students’ sense of Poe’s artistic independence. 

In Tim Helwig’s senior seminar and capstone course “The Life and Writings of Edgar Allan Poe” at Western Illinois University, English majors composed twelve- to fifteen-page seminar papers. Mindful of scholarly models Tim had assigned, the students used periodicals to generate novel interpretive frameworks for cultural analysis: one student considered “Berenice” in light of the Southern Literary Messenger’s morality tales and essays endorsing marriage and conventional womanhood, while another explored Poe’s construction of masculinity by reading “The Man That Was Used Up” alongside editorials on men’s field sports and leisure activities in Burton's Gentleman's Magazine.  
After addressing the challenges and rewards of adapting this assignment to their respective student populations, the authors will discuss access to digital resources: Tim had to devise creative workarounds to help students acquire needed materials at an institution without a subscription to the American Periodicals Series database. 

3. “Teaching Poe in the Context of the ACRL’s Framework for Information Literacy,” John Edward Martin, University of North Texas Libraries.


One of the central pedagogical challenges of the digital era is how to develop critical information skills while also connecting these skills to the scholarly content and critical discourse of the college classroom. While information literacy instruction is often offered as a supplement to lower-level courses, it often has little connection to the subject matter of the course, and is rarely integrated into the critical or theoretical frameworks of more advanced courses in the curriculum. The Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL) has recently developed a Framework for Information Literacy for Higher Education (2015) that is meant to provide instructors, librarians, and students with a flexible set of conceptual frames based on the notion of “threshold concepts,” which the Framework defines as, “those ideas in any discipline that are passageways or portals to enlarged understanding or ways of thinking and practicing within that discipline.” These conceptual frames encourage the development of metaliteracy, an understanding of the student not just as a consumer, but as a creator and collaborator in the production of knowledge.  Similarly, they emphasize the role of metacognition, or critical self-reflection, in the use and production of new information. Such concepts can be tailored to a variety of disciplines and pedagogical approaches, and may serve to focus or enhance critical and theoretical discussions in these disciplines. 


As a Poe scholar and a Scholarly Communication Librarian, I’ve had the opportunity to teach and write about Poe in a number of different institutional settings and classroom environments. This presentation will bring together my experience in both disciplines to provide a model of how the ACRL Framework might be utilized in the design of a Poe course that engages each of the critical frameworks and also examines Poe’s work artistically, theoretically, and contextually. Because of Poe’s own diverse experience as a writer, editor, reviewer, theorist, scholar, and public intellectual, he offers an ideal subject for just this kind of pedagogical exploration. Poe himself embodies the kind of metaliteracy that the Framework seeks to develop, and his work can be effectively examined and researched using its threshold concepts as an organizing scheme for developing readings, assignments, and discussion topics. This presentation will offer an overview of the Framework, a discussion of the relationship of its core concepts to Poe’s work, as well as a set of possible assignments that utilize each frame. 

4. “What Poe’s ‘Balloon Hoax’ Can Teach Us About Fake News,” Emily Gowen, Boston University.
When the New York Sun published Edgar Allen Poe’s anonymous “exclusive” detailing the first successful transatlantic hot air balloon voyage in history, the editors were well aware that hoaxes and fake news stories had become part of the ever-evolving ecosystem of 19th century print culture. Even when the story was revealed to be false, the paper didn’t offer a full-throated repudiation of Poe’s story. They maintained that though the article was likely based on “erroneous” intelligence, they “by no means [thought] such a project impossible.”

Though Poe was certainly out to make money he was also possessed of strong artistic convictions, and he was remarkably savvy about the kinds of stories that would resonate with a wide audience. John Tresch has suggested that Poe’s “speculative fictions” emerged out of the climate of constant scientific upheaval that characterized American life in the middle of the 19thcentury. He credits Poe with understanding that the parameters of reality might “eventually be shown to be nothing more than a more or less well-coordinated hoax.”

In many ways, Poe’s project as a writer was to call attention to the impossibility of a stable truth in an age of informational and technological revolution. His career spanned an era that resonates powerfully in the present. The dawn of mass print culture in the 19th century made it difficult for consumers to discern between “credible” news and hoaxes like Poe’s, just as the superabundance of “click bait” and fake news stories has plagued civic discourse in recent months. Rather than bemoaning the dissolution of credible journalism, I would like to see scholars and teachers use Poe’s work as a way into understanding the kinds of social, technological, and political transformations that underlie the impulse to create “fake news.” 

